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A Tanzaniella LUPU, 1978 rendelielé&zi healye

ABSTRACT: Tanzaniella LUPU, 1979 C(Lype: HNeritina
souverbiana MONTROUZIER, 188683) is a
Jjunior synonym of Smaragdella BAKER,
1923 CLype: Neritina souverbiana
hellvillensis CROSSE, 1881i), =ince
both are bazed on Lhe =zame species.
Smaragdia wviridis =senzu Lupu is in
reality Smaraqgdia sSmaraqdistars
rangiana CRECLUZ, 1841). In order to
avoid too much =plitting in the
subfamily Smaragdinae, Smaragdella
BAKER, 1923 and Smaraqgdista IREDALE,
1836 are considered subgenera of
Smaraqdia ISSEL, 1869. :

LUPU (€19729) instituted the genus Tanzaniella with

Neritina souverbiana Montrouzier, 1883 Czic! error for

18830 as generotype. In describing the new genus she
compared especially the radula of Neritina souverbiana,
considered sofar as belonging to Lhe genus Smaragdia
ISEEL, 1869; with that of what =zhe supposed to
represent Smaragdia viridis. For boih species zhe used
specimens collected in Tanzania.

True Smaragdia wiridis (LINNAEUS, 1758) i=s, however, an
Atlantic—Mediterranean species, which does not occur in
the Indian Ocean. Specimens reporied as Smaraqgdia
viridis from tLhe Indian Ocean CFERUSSAC, 1827;
LIENARD, 1877 = as Natica Csicl) wviridis; GERMAIN,
1921; VIADER, 1837) have turned  out to belong to
Smaragdia (Smaragdista) rangiana CRECLUZ, 1841). Thuz
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when LUPU 19790 compared the radula of sgouverbiana
with viridi=, she was dealing most probably in " reali ty
with rangiana. 3

Although Lupu referred in the text and bibliography to
Lthe now rclassic work on Neritid radulae by BAKER
€1923), it is guesiionable whether she really consulted
it. This iz evident from the fact thal BAKER C(1923:

172) described a new subgenus of Smaraqdia as
Smaragdella with Neritina socuverbiana hellvillensizs

CROSSE, 1881 as generotype. Hiz =pecimenz came from

Madagascar. Since Neritina gsouverbiana hellwvillensis i=

a junior synonym of the highly polychromic neritina
s=ouverbiana, Tanzaniella LUPU, 12972 becomes
automatically a junior synonym of Smaragdella BAKER,
1923,

According to LUPU €1978: 17) the radula of souverbiana
iz totally different from yiridis sensu Lupu
C= rangiana in reality). The itwo can not therefore be
maintained in one and Lthe same genus i.e. her proposal
is Lo split Tanzaniella C= Smaragdellad from
Smaragdizta Iredale, 1936 with generotype Smaragdista
tragena IREDALE, 1936.

However, both genera differ also in radula characters
from Smaragdia ISSEL, 1869 with generotype Neritina
feuilletii AOUDOUIN, 1826, a Jjunior synonym of

Smaragdia wviridis CLINNAEUS, 17S8). This will leave us
with 2 number of genera, =ach including one or Lwo
species, which are almost impossible Lo separaie on
shell characters, but only on features of the radula.
In my opinion the various species are still too closely
related in order to place them into different genera.
It iz possible that in the subfamily smaragdinae the
radulae underwent more radiation than the shell
characters in the different species. This is in
contrast Lo what has happened in other subfamilies of

the Neritidae, where the radulae remained quite similar

14



in =pecies with quite different shell characters.

in order not to get lost in a profusion of : generic
names in the subfamily Smaragdinae, each containing one
or two zpecies, I propose to maintain for the meantime
Smaraqdia, Smaragdella and Smaragdizta as subgenera of
Smaragdia +ill we know somewhat more about the
speciation in this interesting branch of the Neritidae.
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