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In Memoriam Mihdly Pardi

(Kunhegyes, 25. 07. 1919.- Kunhegyes, 10. 08. 1999.)

by
Tamds Domokos

On the 10" August 1999. the versatile
company of the Hungarian malacolo-
gists has lost one of its major assets,
Mihély Pardi. He was a very peculiar
person. By no means can one call
him ordinary or try fitting him into the
general categories of personality. Just
because besides collecting malacologi-
cal materials he was addicted to collect-
ing several other minute "treasures". He
had collections of seashells (20,000
pieces of mainly snails and shells
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Domokos Tamads

In memoriam Pardi Mihaly
(Kunhegyes, 1919. 07. 25.- Kunhegyes, 1999.08.10.)

Pardi Mihaly 1999. augusztus 10-én
bekovetkezett haldlaval a magyar mala-
kolbégusok sokszinti palettdja egy kiilon-
leges kolorittal lett szegényebb. Pardi
Mihaly olyan egyéniség volt, akitlehe-
tetlen az altal4nosan hasznalt, szokva-
nyos kategéridkba besorolni. Azilyen
irAnyl probalkozast rdaddsul az is nehe-
zitette, hogy a malakoldégiai anyagok
gyljtésén kiviil, még sok egyéb mis
+kincs" megszerzését is szenvedéllyel
tudta miivelni. Volt tengeri gytjtemé-
nye (20 ezer darabos, elsdsorban csiga,
kagylo. E gylijtemény forrésai: dr. Pet-
rikovies Ldszlé szerencsi fogorvos
gylijteménye - a 60-as években vésdrol-
ta -, egy filumei tengerésztiszt hagyaté-
ka, valamint egy Amerikdban €16 barat
ajandéka), okmanybélyeg (150 ezer da-
rabos, kiilf61di is - volt példinya a vilag
elsd felragaszthaté okmanybélyegébdl
is!), postaibélyeg (100 ezer darabos,
kiilfoldi is), gyufacimke (50 ezer dara-
bos, kiilf1di is), pénz (fém - Arpadkori
is, papir: 1600 darabos) asvany (1500
darabos. Ez utobbi kiilénlegessége aza
92 dkg-os gipsz kristdlycsoport, amely
katdsds sordn keriilt el6 az A1f61dr6l.),
ajanldsi ragszelvény, egészségiigyi
intézmények torténetével osszefiiggd
dokumentum, kaktusz, kdrtyanaptar,
képeslap, 6smaradviny, sajtcimke,
szentkép, telefonkartya, zsilettpenge
gylijteménye stb. (Erdeklddésének
megkozelitben dtven dga volt!)




coming from the following sources, the
personal collection of Dr. Lészl6 Petro-
vics dentist at Szerencs purchased in
the 1960s; heritage of an admiral in Ri-
jeka and the donation ofa close friend
from the United States), bill stamps
(150,000 pieces including foreign ones,
also one of the very first adhesive bill
stamps on the world), postal stamps
(100,000 pieces, including foreign
ones), matchbox labels (50,000 pcs,
foreign ones too), bank notes and coins
(coins from the Arpad age and paper
notes of 1600 pieces), minerals (1500
pieces, including a special 2 pound
gypsum crystal group from one of the
wells of the Great Hungarian Plain),
labels for reserved letters, papers on
the history of hospitals and other
health institutes, cacti, paper calen-
dar cards, postcards, fossils, cheese
labels, sacred paintings, phone cards,
rasor blades etc. (His hobbies included
approximately 50 different areas.)

He used to play football during his
childhood and gained referee qualifi-
cations in five different branches of
sports. He also was a leading referee in
the county's football life between 1950
and 1963.

I can certainly say that besides
collecting he also found great joy in
organizing different exhibitions and
presentations for displaying his collec-
tions to the public. These efforts
embedded mainly the collections of
seashells, minerals and banknotes and
coins as well. He organized approxima-
tely 50 exhibitions on 28 settlements of
different areas including the counties
of Békés, Hajdu-Bihar, Jisz-Nagykun-
Szolnok and Szabolcs- Szatmér- Bereg.
The population of these minor villages
and cities were especially starving for

1.Dr. Lajos Szabé MP opens the exhi-
bition of Mihdly Pardi in the library
of Kunhegyes (1989)
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Fiatalabb kordban futballozott és &t
sportdgban szerzett jatékvezetdi enge-
délyt. 1950 és 1963 koz6tt megyei elsd
osztalyu labdarag6 jatékvezetd is volt.
Nyugodt szivvel kijelentem, hogya
kollekcidk kialakitdsan kiviil szenvedé-
lye volt még a kiallitds rendezés ésa
gylijtemény bemutatds is. Elsésorban a
tengeri, a pénz és az dsvinygylijtemé-
nyét igyekezett utaztatni. 1983 €s 1995
kozott gylijteményeinek kozel 50 kialli-
tésa volt, éppen a kultiirdra legkiéhezet-

G Sy

1.Dr. Szab6 Lajos orszdggytilési kép-
visel6 megnyitja Pardi Mihdly Kki-
dllitdsidt a kunhegyesi konyvtarban
(1989)
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tebb Békés, Hajdu-
Bihar, Jasz-Nagykun-
Szolnok, és Szabolcs-
Szatmar-Bereg megyék
| telepiilésein. A kultira
igazi napszamosa volt
a sz6 legnemesebb ér-
telmében. Ezt a Szol-
nok Megyei Tanécs
mar 1989-ben elismer-
te kozmiivelddési dij
adoményozéasaval. Ter-
mészetesen sziléviro-
sa sem késlekedett so-
kadig nagyrabecsiilésé-
vel. 1995-ben Pro Urbe
dijjal jutalmazta sok-
irdnyt szolgélataiért.
Mikor a 80-as évek
végén megismertem,
elképesztben irigylésre
mélté volt a munkabi-
rasa. Kordt meghazud-
tolva hatalmas elannal
rakta ki a kiallitasra
szdnt, tematikus egysé-
gekbe csomagolt relik-

2. Mihdly Pardi receives the Pro Urbe
award from Dr. Pil Baranya actu-
aryin 1995.

2.1995-ben dr. Baranya Pal jegyzd 4t-
adja Pardi Mih4dlynak a Pro Urbe
dijat.

such exhibits. He was an active worker
of culture in the noblest meaning of this
term. As early as 1989 the council of
Szolnok County awarded him for his
merits with an award for popular edu-
cation and culture. In 1995 he received
the Pro Urbe Award from his hometown
for the versatile work he has done and
his merits in the areas of cultural
training and public education.

When I got to know him at the end of

12 vidit. A mainapigsem
tudtam eldénteni, hogy mi okozott neki
nagyobb intellektudlis izgalmat, asza-
mara fontos tdrgy megszerzése vagy be-
mutatésa. Az idébeosztas zsongldre volt.

*

Péardi (Pigler) Mihaly 1919. julius
25-én sziiletett a nagykunsagi Kunhe-
gyesen. Sziiletése utin nem sokkal a
csaldd Budapestre koltozott, mivel
édesapja a MAV-nél kapott koztisztvi-
seldi allast. Iskoldit az érettségivel be-
zarban a fovarosban végezte. A magén-
uton tett érettségije utdn gépjarmiifor-
galmi tiszti iskolat végzett, majd 1940-
ben a MAV-nil helyezkedett el. Itt
azonban csak rdvid ideig dolgozott,
mert a csaldd 1940-ben visszak§ltézott
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the 80s I really admired him for his
extraordinary strength and workaho-
lism. He was packing out his relics,
nicely organized into thematic packs
for the exhibits with such an extraordi-
nary energy as ifhe was still in his 20s.
I still can't tell what was more exciting
to him intellectually, collecting some-
thing desirable or putting that thing on
display for the public. I would say he
was a juggler of time.

*

Mihaly Pardi was born on 25%July
1919 in the village of Kunhegyes.
Following his birth his family moved to
Budapest not much later as his father
was given an assignment as a civil ser-
vant at the Hungarian State Railways
Company (MAV). He received his pri-
mary and high school education in the
capital. After his private high school
graduation he attended the college of
transportation to be a traffic controller
officer. He received a job atthe State
Railways (MAV) in 1940. However, he
worked there for only a short time as his
family decided to move back to Kunhe-
gyes and start farming there the same
year.

The events of World War II were not
without concern to him either. He was
drafted to the army for three years
serving in Croatia first and then in the
eastern war zone. After his redrawal
from the war line he attends a training
course, receives qualifications in
cartography and starts working in the
army. Afterwards he gets an assignment
at the Hungarian State Railways where
following another technical training he
is sent to the Kiskdre area to participate
in the bridge construction works.

In 1944 he was entrapped by anun-
known feeling- he marries Madria Czé-
gény. They spent fifty-five happy years
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Kunhegyesre és gazdalkodni kezdett.

A II Vilaghdborti eseményei hama-
rosan elérték Pardi Mihdlytis. Hirom
évig teljesitett katonai szolgélatot.
El6szor Horvatorszdgba, majd a keleti
frontra vezényelték. A hadszinterekrol
visszakeriilve, egy szaktanfolyam el-
végzését kovetben, térkép- és miiszaki
rajzolé lesz a honvédségnél. Innen a
MAV-hoz keriil. A MAV miiszaki isko-
lajdnak abszolvaldsa utdn a kiskdrei
Tisza-hid épitéséhez kiildte a MAV.

1944-ben szdméira eddig mégisme-
retlen, s ki nem alvo szenvedély keriti
hatalméaba, megndsiil. Feleségiil veszi
Czégény Mairidt. Az egyiitt eltoltott 55
év alatt két fiat és két leAnyt nevelnek
fel. A gyerekek 8 unokéval ésegy déd-
unokdval 4jandékozzdk meg Oket.

1946-ban megvélik a MAV-t6l és 3
évig munkanélkiiliként tengddik. 1949-
ben a kunhegyesi BELSPED-nél, ké-
sObb a névvaltds miatt az 51-es TEFU-
nal illetve a 7-es Volan-nal dolgozik
vezetd beosztdsban. 1975-ben sziv-
gyengeség ¢és cukorbetegség miatt le-
szazalékoljak, majd kés6bb nyugdijaz-
zék.

*

A gytijtést 8 éves kordban abélye-
gekkel ésrégipénzekkel kezdte el uno-
kabatyja inspirdlasdra. Gytijtészenve-
délye azonban fokozatosan egyre tobb-
féle targy megszerzésére sarkallta. A
felszabadulds alatt pdtolhatatlan vesz-
teség éri pénzgylijteményét. A ha-
bori befejezése utdn pedig a beko-
szénd ,békés" idészak fegyveres haz-
kutatésai okoznak kért a bélyeggytijte-
ményében és konyveiben. Ekkor agy tii-
nik, hogy 6rékre abbahagyja a gylijtést.
Szerencsére ez nem igy toértént. Nem
volt magéba fordulé ember, hiszen
1979-t61 - ameddig egészségi dllapota
megengedte - a vdros gombaszakértdi
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together in marriage with two sons and
two daughters. They also receive eight
grandchildren and one great grand child
from their kids. He resigns from the
MAY in 1946 and becomes unemployed
for a while. From 1949 he worksasa
manager at the BELSPED Transportati-
on Company in Kunhegyes - the later 51
TEFU and 7 VOLAN due to reformati-
ons and name changes in the company.
Because of his heart problems and
diabetes he was dismissed and retired
from the company in 1975.

*

He starts collecting his stamps and
coins, banknotes at the age of 8atan
encouragement from his cousin. Later
on his interests extend onto other
treasures and objects as well. His coin
and banknote collection is seriously
damaged during the war. His stamp
collection suffers similar damages and
great losses as a result ofthe ongoing
armed house-searches oftheso called
,peaceful" era after the war. He was
about to cease collecting at this time.
Fortunately it never occurred.

He was an outgoing, extrovert perso-
nality as until he could he workedasa
mushroom expert of the village as well
from 1979. He was an active mushroom
mapping activist of the Kunhegyes
region thanks to an assignment from the
ELTE University of Budapest for ten
years.

Thanks to his versatility he wasan
active member in several societies and
organizations such as the Hungarian
Geological Society, the Malacological
Friend Club, Mineral Collecting Club at
Miskolc, Stoneflower Mineral Collect-
ing Club at Szolnok and the National
Organization of Hungarian Philatelists
(for 47 years).

He paid careful attention to arrange
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teendbit is ellétta.

Az Eétvds Lérand Tudomanyegye-
tem felkérésére 10 évig volt Kunhegyes
kornyékének a gombatérképésze.

Sokiranya érdeklddésének megfe-
leléen sok szervezetnek volt a tagja
(Magyarhoni Foldtani Tarsulat, Mala-
koldgusok Barati Kore, Asvénygyijté
Kor (Miskolc), Kévirdg Asvanygytijtd
Kor (Szolnok), Magyar Bélyeggytjtok
Orszagos Szovetsége. Ez utébbinak 47
évig volt a tagjal).

Gylijteményeinek leendd sorsat nem
bizta a véletlenre. Mint mindent, ezta
probléméjét is sikeriilt idedinak megfe-
lelden megoldania. Sziilévarosa néhény
évvel halla elétt megvasérolta a,Ten-
geri ékszerek", fém- és papirpénz vala-
mint gyufacimke gylijteményét. Kar-
tyanaptdrai helyi gyfijt6, ajdnldsi rag-
szelvény és okménybélyegekbol 4116
gylijteménye pedig karcagi gytijtékhoz
keriilt. A tobbi gylijteménye elarvulva
csaladi emlékké valt. Az at amelyen
jart, mar kordbban kovetdkre talalt és
fog még talalni.

Malakolégus tarsai szomoru szivvel,
utélag vették tudomdsul, hogy nem le-
hettek ott utolsé foldi utjanak végéllo-
m4sanal, a bucstinél.

Kedves Misi Bdtydnk! Fogadjuk,
hogy szerénységedet, iigyszeretetedet,
emberségedet és egészséges altruizmu-
sodat a malakolégusok megdrzik emlé-
kezetiikben és sziviikben.

Egykoron (1989) végén ,Misibacsi"
békéscsabai Munkécsy Mihdly Mize-
umban rendezett kiallitdsdn egy Kis
diak tdgra nyilt szemekkel csodalta a
.tenger ékszereit". Ma 11 évvel késdbb,
tengerparti gyiijtdutjdn, Ausztralia
idegen ege alatt, bizonyosan ratalél
az 6cednpart homokjdban ,Misibécsi"
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the future of his collections in a noble
way. His hometown purchased his
collections of seashells, coins and bank
notes and matchbox labels a couple of
years preceding his death. A local
collector bought his collection of calen-
dar cards. His collections of reserved
letter labels and bill stamps were trans-
ported to Karcag. The rest of his collec-
tions remained family memories. His
path has had and will have more and
more new followers.

It was really sorrowful for us your
fellow malacologists, that we could not
say final good-bye to you.

Dear Uncle Mike, your modesty,
obsession for the good cause, humani-
ty and healthy altruism will always
stay in the hearts and minds of your
Sfellow malacologists.

One time on an exhibition of "Uncle
Mike" at the Mihaly Munkécsy Museum
of Békéscsaba a small schoolboy awed
at the "jewels of the sea" (1989). Today
11 years later on a shell hunt to Austra-
lia he will surely find the footprint of
Uncle Mike in the sand of the beach,
visible only to the heart.

Tamis DOMOKOS

Mihély Munkdcsy Museum
H-5601 Békéscsaba
Széchenyiu. 9.

Hungary

Tamds Domokos: In Memoriam Mihdly Pardi

csak szivvel lathat6 14bnyomaéra.

DOMOKOS Tamés
Munkécsy Mihédly Mizeum
H-5601 Békéscsaba
Széchenyi u. 9.
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T2NGERI PUHATESTUEK, TUSKESBORUEK  VIRAGALLATOK
cimli KIALLITASRA
EZEER
A SZARVAS] TESSEDIK SAMUEL MUZEU/ABAN
1990. MAJUS 18-AN
15 SRAKOR MEGNYITIA
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A WIALLITAS MEGIEKINTI L1

AUGUSHIUS VEGIEIC

3. Invitation to Mihdly Pardi's
1990. Exhibition at Szarvas

3.Pédrdi Mihdly 1990. évi, szarvasi
kiéllitasi meghivéja
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