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Abstract: Lajos Sods' 1928 monograph on Alopia, and the Alopia section of his 1943
fauna book are still important resources of taxonomic and distribution data, but by now
the geographic names used in these publications became obsolete and difficult to trace. In
order to make this information readily available the geographic objects mentioned by
Soos are identified and their current names are provided.
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Introduction

In 1928 Lajos So06s published a comprehensive monograph on Alopia H. & A. Adams,
1855, a Carpathian endemic genus of the Clausiliidae. At that time this paper had major
significance. First, because it thoroughly reviewed the concepts of Alopia taxonomy and made
important nomenclatural clarifications. An earlier monograph of the genus by ANTONI
WAGNER (1914) followed EDUARD BIELZ's (1863) system that defined species boundaries
between the numerous subspecies on the basis of shell morphology, regardless the direction of
coiling. In the same year Wagner's classification was challenged by MAURITIUS KIMAKOWICZ
(1914), who defended his view that Alopia species can include only sinistral or dextral forms,
but not both (KIMAKOWICZ, 1883). In addition to this unresolved controversy, in several cases
there was disagreement between Kimakowicz and Wagner as to which were the valid names
of particular taxa. Second, because Soos studied and figured anatomical characters which, in
addition to shell morphology, provided guidance to his classification. And third, because the
English part of his bilingual publication made his data and results accessible to a much wider
public of malacologists than that of the German cultural sphere.

Another in-depth discussion of Alopia phylogenesis was given by SOOS (1943) in his
fauna book on the molluscs of the Carpathian Basin. Whereas it gave less detail than his
monograph, this work represented a major change in its author's view on how Alopia species
evolved. Based mainly on the existence of mirror symmetric sinistral and dextral taxon pairs
he became convinced that opposite coil direction of two forms cannot exclude their belonging
to the same species. With this interpretation, joining those of Bielz and Wagner, the basis of
his Alopia system got close to the current classification, which is supported by molecular
phylogenetic data (FEHER et al., 2013). Although its illustrative material had already been
printed in 1949, actual political conditions did not allow the publication of an English edition
of S00s' book. Thus, due largely to the language barrier, his revised views on Alopia had
received little international attention, and in much later publications (e.g. GROSSU, 1981;
NORDSIECK, 2008) Soos was still referred to as a proponent of his earlier, abandoned
classification concept.
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Whereas both mentioned publications of SO0s (1928, 1943) remain valuable data
resources, their obsolete geographic names make their use difficult. The Hungarian names,
Romanian names with Hungarian transliteration, or the ethnic German names that Sods
adopted from earlier literature are no longer in use. The aim of this paper is to ensure
continued and easy access to the information in Sods' aforementioned publications by
identifying the geographic objects mentioned in them and giving their current names.

Materials and methods

The main sources for identifying and verifying So0s' geographic names were
topographic maps published before 1920, as well as those included in the mountain guide
series Muntii Nostri (1974-1992, Editura Sport-Turism, Bucuresti). Additional information
was obtained from a dictionary of geographic names compiled by SZABO & SzZABO (1992)
and its updated on line version (http://dictionar.referinte.transindex.ro, as retrieved on
November 28, 2014). When more than one spelling variant of the same Romanian name could
be found, the one used in these resources is shown. All Romanian names are given in
accordance with the 1993 spelling reform.

In the cases of redundant names, ones that are known to designate more than one
geographic object within the range of Alopia, their identities were confirmed on the basis of
the associated endemic Alopia forms, or relying on the geographic contexts given in the text
or maps in So0s' publications.

The positions of the mountains are given in line with the geomorphology-based
regional division of the Carpathians. In this classification the Western Carpathians comprise
the westernmost mountain belts of the Carpathians (in Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, the Czech
Republic and Austria), rather than the Apuseni Mountains (Romanian Western Carpathians),
as often used in Romania and also by NORDSIECK (2008). The division between the Southern
and Eastern Carpathians lies along the valleys of the Timis and Prahova Rivers.

Results and discussion

The currently used Romanian and traditional ethnic German equivalents of the
geographic names used by So0s (1928, 1943) are given in Table 1. The first column lists
So6s' names alphabetically, exactly in their published form. The second column contains the
corresponding German names, which were frequently used in early publications on Alopia.
These are included only if they were broadly, rather than only locally used in the community
of ethnic Germans. The third column provides the currently used equivalents of Sods' names,
whereas the types of the geographical objects they designate and their localization are given
in the fourth column. Indices at the names refer to comments that follow the table. When
citing the 1928 monograph of Sods, page numbers before and after the slash refer to its
Hungarian or English text, respectively.

Some geographic names of Sods could not be identified. Most of these, also unknown
to Soos, were adopted by him from earlier publications. These could have been locally coined
names of restricted use, and also ones distorted by mis-spelling or faulty transliteration.
Whenever possible, their approximate positions are also given.

In Sods' works a few geographic objects were mistakenly identified. When this is
apparent, the current equivalents of these names are given properly, so that they refer to the
objects that So6s had in mind. All such corrections are clarified in the comments.
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Comments to Table 1:

! Bodzai-hegység: In SOOS' publications (1928, 1943) this name refers to the Ciucas, rather
than the more southerly Buzau Mountains.

* Bontyest: This location, also unknown to S00s (1928: 350), is likely somewhere in the
northwestern part of the Bucegi Mountains.

3 Csirkemezé: This name (S00s, 1928: 337/411), also mentioned in earlier literature, refers to
an unidentified site in the Piatra Mare Mountains, most likely a meadow along the
main ridge, somewhere between the Piatra Mare and Piatra Mica Summits.

* Jagerbrunnen: These springs or wells, also unknown to So6s, were specified by a label from
Friedrich Deubel as being near the Stejerisul Mare Summit in the Postavarul
Mountains (S00S, 1928: 334).

> Kéakova: This unidentified locality of Alopia bogatensis bogatensis (Bielz) (S00s, 1928:
342/412) is also mentioned in earlier literature. Accordingly, it is expected to be
somewhere in the Persani Mountains.

6 Kohat: This name (S00s, 1928: 342/412) is a distorted form of K&hat (more often:
Kdéhalom), the Hungarian name of Rupea (Brasov County).

"Kolcu Prelungu, Val Dinei, Val Mogile, Vurfu Mogila: The names of these unidentified sites
from the Piatra Craiului Mountains were adopted by Soo6s (1928: 336, 365) from
MAURITIUS KIMAKOWICZ (1883: 59). They are believed to lie along the main, north to
south ridge of the Piatra Craiului Mountains.

¥ Magura mare and Magura mica: These names are used for summits in both the Ciucas and
Piatra Craiului Mountains (S00s, 1928: 305 and 356, respectively).

? Obersia-cstcs, Obersia-terrasz: S00s (1928: 349) considered these as alternative names,
though they designate two neighbouring summits in the Bucegi Mountains.

' Piatra Kalekata: This name (S00S, 1928: 342/412) refers to an unidentified summit or cliff
in the Persani Mountains. According to a label from Eduard Bielz it is nearby Reps (=
Rupea, Brasov County).

"' Piatra Sipotului: This site of the Sureanu Mountains lies along the Strei, rather than the Jiu
River, as given by SO0S (1928: 345/414).

2 Riu Lotru: This river is erroneously identified by SOOs (1928: 345/414) as a tributary of the
Jiu. Correctly it is an affluent of the Olt.

3 Tarhavas: This apparently erroneous locality record of Alopia (Kimakowiczia) glauca
(Bielz) from the Tarcau Mountains (S00S, 1928: 291/386) is likely due to confusion
with Tarké (Varful Stancilor) of the Haigsmas Mountains.

' Vale Telejenel: The map given by S00s (1928: 295) erroneously shows the valley of the
Teleajen as that of the "Telejenel" (= Teleajenel), and the valley of the Teleajenel as
that of the "Par alba" (= Paraul Alb). The Paraul Alb is a right-side affluent of the
Teleajenel.

Acknowledgement: The author is grateful to loan Sirbu for his valuable comments and
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